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Founding principle, 
Vietnam Veterans of America 

"Never again will one generation 
of veterans abandon another." 

God Bless All Veterans 

Editor – Julie McBee Volume 4   Issue 8 

UPCOMING EVENTS  CHAPTER CONTACTS 
President Mike Korger  715-726-3918 
VP Larry Wrycza  715-402-0106 
Treasurer Joe Heil  715-839-7089 
Secretary James ‘Mac’ McBee 715-926-1167 
Chaplain & Sgt. At Arms  Joe Graff 

08/01/18 Chapter Meeting @ 7pm @ Post 7232 
 AVVA Meeting @ 6:30 pm @ Post 7232  

8/2-5/18  Buffalo County Fair @ Mondovi
08/8-12   Clark County Fair @ Neillsville    
08/15/18  Prestige Auto Customer & Veterans Appreciation 
Party from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
8/17-19   Big Rig Show @ NWSF in Chippewa Falls

Chapter web site: www.mikevothmemorialvva5.org 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 
Joe Graff  715-579-0912 
Ralph Ottum  715-223-6260 
Rory Schutte  715-563-1583 
Mike Smith  601-938-3746 
Al Weix  715-832-4792 

Chapter email: www.mikevothmemorialvva5@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mikevothmemorialvva5 

COMMITTEES 
Veterans Assistance:  John Dorsey  715-835-5055 
Finance:  Joe Heil  715-839-7089 
Outdoor Recreation:  Bill Anderson  715-530-3481  
EC City Veterans Memorial Park:  Dan Ziegler 715-559-5158 
Govt. Affairs:  Bob Laguban  651-285-8518 
Membership:  Joe Heil  715-839-7089 
Public Affairs:  Vacant – Anyone interested? 
Minority Affairs:  Dave Zien 715-829-9436 
Women Veterans:  Julie McBee 715-202-0181 
POW/MIA/Highground:  Joe Graff  715-579-0912 
Service Officer:  Peter Breed  715-642-1246 
Fundraising Chair: Larry Wrycza & Co-Chair: Julie McBee  
Scholarship:  J. Graff, J. Heil, M. Korger, J. McBee, L. Wrycza 
AVVA Chapter Representative: Julie McBee 715-202-0181 
Historical:  Julie McBee 715-202-0181  
Vets in the Classroom:  Rory Schutte 715-563-1583 
Color Guard:  Rick Talford  715-690-7376 

Mike Voth Memorial Chapter 5 
Vietnam Veterans of America 

P. O. Box 832 Eau Claire, WI  54702 
August 2018 Newsletter 

Meetings held 1st Wednesday of every month @ 7pm 

VFW Post #7232, 2900 W. Folsom St., Eau Claire, WI 

http://www.mikevothmemorialvva5.org/
http://www.mikevothmemorialvva5@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/mikevothmemorialvva5


Chapter Moto:  Honor the DEAD and fight like Hell for the LIVING! 

Greetings: 

 Summer seems to be flying by! Lots has been accomplished, but there is still a lot to do. Our annual 
fundraiser is only 5 weeks away now. This will be our final push, so let's kick it into a higher gear. Help at the fairs 
and/or set up your own table selling our raffle tickets at a business or an event of your choosing. A few of our 
members have really put in a lot of time on this already. Thank you for that effort! Hopefully all of us are able to 
contribute. So far I've only sold three books of tickets personally. Hopefully you can beat that! Whoa! That would 
be almost $22,000.00 if every member of our VVA/AVVA would sell three books. That would be outstanding!

The total amount raised at the Chippewa Fair beat last year's total, even though it was very warm and humid 
and our location seemed worse this time. Hopefully we will set new records at all the fairs.

I made it to the Open House for the Chippewa Falls VA Clinic. A few of our members were among the many 
people there. Jake Leinenkugel was a great speaker. 

An upcoming big event is the Prestige Auto's Customer & Veterans Appreciation Party on August 15th. Dan 
and Lisa Mattoon have been very generous to veterans, including our VVA Chapter 5. Let's keep up having a good 
turnout for this event and thanking Dan and Lisa.

A veteran who was at the Chippewa Fair informed us that there is a mostly free bus trip out to Washington 
D.C., information is available at "Vetsroll.org". It is on a first come basis and is primarily for WWII and Korean 
veterans, but includes anyone who was on active duty by 12-31-1966. It is a 10 bus group that leaves from Beloit, 
WI from a Sunday to a Wednesday. Do any of you qualify?

Keep the Highground on your schedule, especially the stone-laying for Dennis Werlein on September 15th 
and then the Highground's 30th Anniversary Celebration on September 22ne (which will now include the 
postponed 4th of July firework). Let's get everyone at both events.

I hope to see all of you at our next VVA meeting on Wednesday, August 1, at 7:00 PM (AVVA at 6:30 PM) at 
VFW Post 7232 on Folsom St. on the west side of Eau Claire.

Mike Korger 
President, VVA Chapter 5 

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands,  

one Nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.” 

To be given slow and deliberate, not a speed test! 

 8/02-05 Buffalo County Fair at Mondovi
8/08-12 Clark County Fair at Neillsville
8/17-19 Big Rig Show at NWSF Chippewa Falls



VVA Meeting of 6/6/18 

Call to order was made by President Mike Korger with the Pledge of Allegiance and Opening 
Prayer led by Treasurer Joe Heil.  There was a Moment of Silence held for Darold Wall, who 
passed away in June. Two guests were in attendance, with one (Mr. Lee) rejoining the Chapter 
as a Lif-Time Member.

Secretary’s Report:  Motion made and seconded to accept the Secretary’s Report as mailed and 
emailed was made and carried with a unanimous vote.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Joe Heil gave the financial report, went over expenses paid, expected ex-
penses, account balances and motion made to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made; 
motion carried. Our Class A & B Raffle Licenses have been renewed. Blain's Farm & Fleet in 
Lake Hallie has generously donated the grill that will be part of our fundraiser's Grand Prize. 
VVA glasses are in, and the Board of Directors need to meet to discuss the pricing of these 
glasses so we could start selling them, preferably at our September Fundraiser.

President's Report:  Mike Korger began his report, speaking first of the County Fairs that the 
Chapter is involved in, as well as the needed help to run the booths at these fairs. The NWSF in 
Chippewa Falls is the next to be attended, following with Dunn, Buffalo and Clark Counties all 
coming up in the next few weeks. He also asked that members consider going to stores and 
business to see if they can set-up and sell raffle tickets there and closed with a reminder for 
members to collect items for the fundraiser's auctions and door prizes. 

Vice President’s Report:   No report, Larry Wrycza not present.

AVVA Report: Rick Talford spoke of the State Election results from the June 16th State Council 
meeting; Pat Furno will continue to represent Wisconsin. Sally Johnson wanted to make sure 
that there is a program available for caretakers of veterans with Agent Orange that can assist 
with costs associated with care and the issues that families face. More information can be 
found at www.covvha.net. Sally has graciously agreed to make our fundraiser's "Quilt of Valor" 
quilt - THANK YOU, Sally!

National VVA Convention:   Next National Convention will be in Spokane, WA in 2019.

State VVA Meeting:   Elections were held at the June 16th meeting held at Highground; all 
officers remained in office except for Dan Schutte replacing Joe Haiden as Vice President. Next 
State Council meeting will be held in September in Waupaca. 

Membership:  146 as of the end of May.

VA/Benefits:  No report, Pete Breed not present.  While at the NWSF in Chippewa, Chapter 
members were approached by Scott Cepek about a program for assisting veterans with energy 
efficient homes. For more information check out their website: www.energypositivehomes.us 
or give him a call at 612-309-4765.

Minority Report:  No report, Dave Zein not present.



 OLD BUSINESS 

Veterans Home:  wƻǊȅ {ŎƘǳǘǘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƎƻƭŦ ƻǳǘƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ 
ϷрΣллл ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ у ŀΦƳΦΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ϦhǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜϦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛǇǇŜǿŀ ±! /ƭƛƴƛŎ 
ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мн ǿƛǘƘ WŀƪŜ [ŜƛƴŜƴƪǳƎŜƭ ŀǎ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΤ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мпǘƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ±Ŝǘǎ CŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƳŜŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǊǳƴΦ

Highground:   Joe Graff ŀōǎŜƴǘΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ aƛƪŜ YƻǊƎŜǊΥ 5ƻƴϥǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мрǘƘϥǎ 
ǎǘƻƴŜπƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ²ŜǊƭŜƛƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ǉƻǘ ƭǳŎƪ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ Ір ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ. IƛƎƘƎǊƻǳƴŘϥǎ олǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƻƴ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ннƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ IǳŜȅ Ŧƭȅπƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōȅ 
±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ р 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ Learn more at www.thehighground.org.   

Logo/Clothing:   Long and short sleeve shirts are ordered.  /ƻƭƻǊ DǳŀǊŘ ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƳōǊƻƛŘŜǊŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴΦ

Eau Claire Veterans Council:   More information about the Tribute Trail can be found at 
www.ecveteransfoundation.com.   

Fundraising:  Our 6th Annual Fall Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, September 8th here at 
VFW Post 7232.  Posters are available.  Raffle tickets are available, contact Joe Heil ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ 
ŀƴȅΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘŀ aŜŀǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ Ϸолл ƳŜŀǘ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȊŜ ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ϷнрлΦ !ōōȅƭŀƴŘ aŜŀǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
ōǊŀǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ϷнуΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мтл ōǊŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ϷрсΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ {ƳƛǘƘ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊϥǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭōȅ Ƙŀǎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƘŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊǎ όсл Ŏƻǳƴǘύ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ŀƴ 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǎŜΣ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ϸсо ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мнл ƘŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊǎΦ aƻǊŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ Wǳƭȅ нтǘƘ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŎ.ŜŜϥǎΦ

Communications:  Our Chapter's website has recently been updated to bring it current. 
Currently only one individual is able to make changes to the site, which isn't being done on a 
regular basis. Consider how you would like your Chapter's website to look, be interactive with 
and get back to us with any comments or suggestions. Remember our Chapter’s Website/ E-
Mail:  www.mikevothmemori-alvva5.org / mikevothmemorialvva5@gmail.com  and don’t 
forget you can find National info at www.VVA.org and State info at www.VVAWI.org.   

Newsletter:  Deadline August 27th please.

NEW BUSINESS 

Discussion on drivers for the Eau Claire County DAV van came up with it being stated that 
drivers are still needed so that trips can be made between Minneapolis and Tomah. 
Approximately 20 drivers are needed and there are about 12 now. Potential drivers with a 
heart condition are immediately denied, all applicants have to have a physical examination and 
have their own auto insurance in order to drive the DAV van. Contact Adam Kohls at the Eau 
Claire County Veteran Service office for further information.



GOOD OF THE ORDER

Bob McRoberts spoke first with a "Thank You" for the good looking ad in the newsletter, his son 
has the ad for the foot clinic adding that if anyone needs help with his feet to contact his son. 
Then he spoke of the upcoming Custer and Veteran Appreciation Party held by Prestige Auto on 
Hwy 93, just off I-94. The event will be held August 15th from 4-7 p.m. Over 33 groups have 
applied for the event and Dan (Prestige's owner) has his work cut out to consider them all. 
There will be a pig roast and chicken with plenty to drink. Green Bay Packer Great, and 2018 
Hall of Fame Inductee, Jerry Kramer, will be in attendance for pictures and autographs. Chapter 
5 will be at this event with a fundraiser table set up. Due to health reasons, Bob won't be 
setting up the display as he has in the past, but asks that any group who wants to come in and 
put up any displays to contact him so this can be completed a day or two ahead of the event. 
Bob also wanted to let everyone know that they are more than welcome to attend the veteran 
group that meets every Wednesday at the Eau Claire Senior Center at 1 p.m. to socialize, there 
have been as many as 30 veterans who come to sit and chat.

Attendance drawing was won by Brian Johnson, not present. 

The 50/50 was won by AVVA member Eric Johnson. 

Closing prayer was given by Joe Heil and the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m., there were 20 
members in attendance. 

Next meeting will be Wednesday, August 1, 2018.

http://www.mikevothmemorialvva5.org/
http://www.vva.org/




Saturday, September 8th Noon ‘til Gone 

VFW Post 7232 2900 W. Folsom St. Eau Claire 

Enjoy a Hamburger/Brat/Hot Dog meal 

for $9.00 Kids 5 and under free 

Music by: joe g. will be our DJ/ Emcee 

& Live Music Artist 

Stop on in for Food & Fun 

Drawing at 8pm / Music from 4-8 



Augusta Meats & Catering, LLC
825 Industrial Drive
Augusta, WI 54722

Hours
Mon. thru Fri. 8am-5pm

Sat. 8am-12pm

Tel:  (715) 286-2920
Cell: (715)225-3156
Fax:  (715) 286-2925

Owner: Ralph Knuth   

Western Wisconsin Animal
        Damage Control©

Beaver Management
Coon & Opossum
Skunk Nuisance
Moles & Squirrels

Home:     1-175-832-1640
Website: www.callofthewild.org
Email:     coyote-7@callofthewild.orgDICK QUICK

Licensed

~ Mondovi Family Restaurant ~
Home Cooked Meals

Open 6am - 9pm
715-926-5550

699 E. Main St. • Mondovi, WI 54735

You can help Vietnam Veterans of America by asking friends to sponsor this monthly newsletter.
Make tax deductible donation.  

Show your business supports our veterans by sponsoring 
this publication and newsletter which is shared with all members and sponsors.

Call Joe Heil at 715-559-2945

1 column inch $100 Annual Donation
$8.33 a month

Price of a breakfast ~ a good investment 

2 colunm inches $150 Annual Donation
$12.50 a month

Price of buying a Veteran a good lunch 

a great investment

OR

Stand out from all the rest with

3 column inches $200 Annual Donation

$16.60 a month
Take a veteran out once a month

the best investment
All donat ons are tax deduct ble

PLEASE SHOW YOUR SUPPORT TODAY!

Altoona Family Restaurant
Open 7 Days a Week • 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Breakfast Served All Day
715-830-5000

2000 N. Hillcrest Pkwy. • Altoona WI 54720

Please Patronize our Sponsors and let them know you saw their advertisement here!

Thank You!

Postage

Here

VVA Chapter #5
P.O. 832
Eau Claire, WI 54702

    Office:  1430 Second Street North, Suite #2
Wisconsin Rapids, WI  54494

Website: wisconsinlaoveteransofamerica.com
Email: shoua_xiong57@hotmail.com

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE




